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nglish, began to ap-
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anpevifie for rhoomatisma and various
or sfeeliog. Che white pecple eall-
I alter the teibe who clijef
wrlicle of barieryand
constideped {1 pnd vory efllenpings
retedy.  From this perdod we have more
pcourate knowledge of the mode
curing and using the oll.  Aa olden re-
cord tells us, that the popalar method of
callecting it, wan 1o throw & log across
one of thie oll-prodating streanm, to stop
the low of the flontipg mass upon thy
snrface; whon it had socumulated gnffi-
ciently they sopped their blackets in it
wrung them ont, and sopped them again,
L the vil was exhavsiod. More than a
hundred yoard ago, st the timg of the
French snd Indisn war, the commandaut
f Foret Dia Quoane (wlhioh stood pPrecisye.
Iy where Pittaburg now stards,) wiote a
letter to Jdontealm, the general of 1he
French troops in Canuda, giving & v ry
inferesling aceount of a great Indinn as-
semhbly iy banks of Ol Cieok
At uight, after their harasgoes and wild
war-dances, when (hie darknéss  wres
thickest, thoy sel fire to the sheet of oil
upon thy sarface of the creok, and yolled
and denoed upon ite edies The Lills
were black around, the sky sombre and
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and tongues of fire, mingled with swar-
thy volumes of smoke, and the whele
gocne was like a startling glimpse into
a world of Hames and (orment, peopled
vy howling demons,

Tlre curly setllors soon learned the lo-
calities of the ook oil from the Indiass,
and collected it themeelves in gmall quan-
tities; the principal. speing on oll Greek,
bins furnished a yearly supply for mediesl
purposes, never exceeding twenly barrels,
Iiweems to have oconrred to the good
people who gathiered ity that the quanily
might be inervased by digging deeper
pits, or the guality lnproved by distills-
tham, For veara they, and othors, hovered

ﬁ' very verge of tha great discovery,
AT sivmblipg aver if, bol nover seeing
L9 00 Oblio, 8% ear'y as 1518, in  barin
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W 1.'.1'[. rushied Hpso 1ol hITV. RCCOImpan -
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induced them to makeo a similar attempt.

Petrolenm was reachipdst thedepth of fifly

feot, and within six monihs after thie,

there had been sevan hondred wells sunk.

Ritehie and Wirt Qounties, in Virginis,

Iave also becti found fu produce good

ofl,  The fiest attempd of the kind in

Now York was made ahoul a yearand a

hall ago, in Alleghany Uounly, near a

famoud pocl which bad alwayn heon

konown as the Ofl Spring ; but before the
irun pipe could be driven down 0 the
rock, the oil, mingled with water, rushed
up like a fountain. The jots of gas which
secompany the Petrolenus aré often very
| profuse and very continved, snd i Cha-
tangae County they haye been speured
and made use of o light the town 8f Fre-
‘dulun, and the lght-house in Portland
Harbor o Lake Kelel " The CERAR ail
district has surpassed all others ip the
intmien=e amounts il has peoduced, as well
I:u in tha quality of its products.  lia
greater weight gives il a bigher value
than that of other districts; as the heavy
|u|'-- are mare valuablo for distillation.
| The wells are situnted in low, swampy
land, about thirty miles’ south-cast of
| Port Sarnia on the 8t Qlair river, and
not more than Bfly wiles from Detroit
Iv s waid that there s aldeady  more
American than British moneys invesied
thare, and more Michigan wen than Ca-
uaddiana, st work. In some of the loosli-
tiow the surface in foand t6 be coversd
with a stratum of hardenod asphaltum
two feet im  thickness; o others, the
| ground in gubmoerged to the depth of sey -
oral inches with the sarplus ofl from the
great wolls, The mu,lr the wharves,
the depots, the warehoises everywhere
within reach of the gread uil segiots of
Canads  or Pennaylavola  bave been
blocked up, and {illed to Palluess, with
the vast amounte of oil walting for traos-
portation; the weils on Gil Ureck alone
are estimaled 0 yield pine hundred
thownand barrels & yoar; the Enmdskilien
wolls are still more productive; the Ohio
and New York wells yiold loss, yvol atill
large amounta, The extentof thismighty
ovean of oll may be better understond,
when we remember, that the eniive pro-
dact of onr whale flabery o one of ftq
mest prolille years, was not quile four
hundred and thirty thousand barrels of
sperm and whale vil wegeiber,

The wsource of these vast supplion of
oil has been mach disoussed and there are
still somo pionts in thwe bistory which
remain phacurs,  We trase their romote
origin to the great foresls of antiqnity
whose slirubs were trees, and whose trees
were giants; we know thelr greatness by
the onsta of the mighty {ranke, std the
silhouellog of their hoge leaves, which
wo find id our coal mines. Hubmerged
and subjeclied lo cortain strangd agencivs,
the vast, rank forest taroed slowly into
conl, Bucha ehange involves a sopura.
tion of carbon snd by drogen, sometim s
as pas, rometimes as oll, or as Lotk
combined. Gravity wounld forca the Hluid
to meek the lowess level it eould fnd,
thrangh every orsck  acd Oewure, which
aocoounts for its Leiug found nokonly be-
low but often romets [rom the coul de-
posity,  Under other ciroumstances, tha
pressure of waler from beneath, or tLe
volatile matiire of the gas which acoumn
panies the oil, foree it up, into the high-
el ot ainable lovel, thus bringing isof-
ten dito sirsta above the coal measures
Just how, ar when, or why, { huse wandler -
ful transitions touk place may never b
deflnitely known; for io tha vast eruciblo
beneath oure foet, where flerce fires are
always raging, ench change in directed
Ly the hand of an Almighty chemint,mith
faultiean windom, sud in ways often paat
Mnding out,

It may be safely prodioted that the
Petrolewis will have an lmmense offect
upon the arte anu industry of the world;
alvondy io its iofancy, it haa been appli-
ad 1o vamous purposed with great suc-
cosme 1t furnishes & gas far wore biril-
liant than that produced from the ceal;
waclunery oils of several kinda are ol
tnined from ity wax, for makiag candlos,
audd the bases of many heilliaot dyes,
are laken from 1l ‘,atm(n' of Jdistilia
fiun, It s belng r]l\ll,' pXporimentod
with more anilmore, and & thousand new
usis are propihesied lor 1L B I alutors and
commpissionod worobanis, hoapars and
| railroad  companien, and card
wen; bhave hind & floorising time of it. In-
doed, it has been sald the entire popula
tlon of Penneylavniads blissfal, with thoe
cxception af one fartoer. who load his
feather crop, becauss hia goese wna
awimmmg i Oil Creek, and camo ous
tarcod anil featliered,

Poople who do nollive in an oil dis-
trich, und have noocoasion to elther buy
or wsell Petroloum, stand aslde and take
various views of the malter. Owne of aur
witly coantrymen I8 afraid that e
world will soon stop revelving for want
of somethiog o lobricate its axis. The
Philosphers among ve, say Lhat we have

ol armthor ronnd in the Ladder of
Progreus,  Praotical men fix thedr minda
upon exports and oo iiln, taves, and vett
lncumes.  Some plous souls, as good ans
auints Lot nod a0 cheeslul, have terrilled
thiomunlves Ly the dea that the immense
influx of iuflammable oil into the wygld,
in to Tachiliate i burulog: that it s in
thed, merely @ weasure preparaiory o the
arrival of the great n:tt noisble day,
whot the elemnents shall melt with fervent
heat, and the earth, and all the things
tat are therein shall he burned up.-
Evoa if lheir theory were correct there
would be ne terrer in i, for when the
sppoifited time comes, the world wight
as well burn quickly as to be long aboui §
il I Is necensary for the saliafaciiin
of vertain. minds fo juteFpet Lhe recent
eveuls spirituslly, lot them be taken 1 »
‘ wore benusfleont and hopsful signifioning
| Every uhe whose duty or Inelinntioy hiav

biedd thews muoh among the poor, knows
that the worst homor of winter 10 shen
siter the bitter cold, is ite teprible dask
Hess Work Legios before lght, andl)
onds long after.  The weary pights thut
| wireloh Twr down inlo the moeniug, and
begin midway inthe aflernoon, leave onle
atiairow sbrip of sunlight bet wesn. W hero
the hungry mouilhs ave scarcely flled,
|”nr|- I8 U ey Lo U'l|u'lllt fur oll wr
| cabdlos, aud many » workiog mas sud
‘ boy could tell thom, that fur monthe 1

-‘.r!iiu'i-,

the winter, “its always dark at hote. "
eb our conmpolentions but e ler T,-pl,
riends resuomber, and bélp W fallfil Wi
| ;-l-lt?n cles, That, * to thewm thet sitin
| darkpnss, Light shall spring =up.™ ihal
“darkness slhiall be as the voouday,” and
that in the home of the humblesi tnan, st
evendealt shall be light U _Askie frus
all private intérprelation of ey,
tiwro are simplo aod pubile uses W be mad:
of all the Master's gifls, If men have Lot
Ute will 1o mee them, sud we hope tha
while Commems olalma oew pro
fromy Petrelemm, sad Beiesve workmc
freem Il Tapthrepy w)
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